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SQUADRON for STATE SENATE 
For more information call 646-472-5712 or visit danielsquadron.org 

 

August 18, 2008 

 

Dear New York State Resident,  

 
This is a rare and exciting moment in the history of our state.  For the first time in a 
generation, one of our state legislative bodies is likely to change party leadership Ð not 
for a brief moment, but for a long time to come. 
 
Of course, electing Democrats to the State Senate to ensure this historic transition is 
necessary; but it is not sufficient.  We have seen before that a simple change of party does 
not cure all that ails our state government.  Our state capitol is not just in need of a new 
paint job Ð blue walls instead of red ones.  The rot goes much deeper, straight into the 
structural heart of the place.  If we wake up on January 1st with a structure that resembles 
the one we have today, our single great opportunity to build a newly functioning 
legislature, with the ability to deliver real results in a fast-changing city, state and world, 
will have been squandered. 
 
It is that structure which a Democratic State Senate has the potential and the moral 
imperative to repair.  It is this moment which we must not squander. 
 
That's why I'm running.  As a member of the Democratic caucus in the State Senate, I 
will fight with every ounce of strength I have to build a new State Senate, one built on 
accountability, transparency, and a basic of level of true democracy. 
 
I believe deeply in a government that values transparency over government secrecy, the 
needs of regular people over special interests, and a voice for a diffuse many over a 
concentrated few.  Those of us who believe in government's power must not just fight for 
the issues we care about, we must also fight for a government that works, that we can be 
proud of, and that has the capacity to affect the fundamental changes we today so 
desperately need. 
 
That's what my "Real Accountability, Real Democracy" plan is all about. 
 
I look forward to seeing you around the district. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Daniel Squadron 
Candidate for the 25th Senate District



 
 
 
 

Real Accountabil i ty, Real Democracy Ð  

Eleven Reforms To Democratize the New York State Senate 

 

1. Mandate that bills that clear committees see timely debate, of a reasonable time 

period, and a vote before the full chamber. 

 

2. Ease the restrictions on discharge petitions to more easily allow legislators to 

force roll-call votes in committee or the entire chamber. 

 

3. Increase transparency related to committee proceedings and require more 

committee participation. 

 

4. Allow sponsors of passed legislation or the leadership of the houses to call 

conference committees when similar (but not identical) bills pass both houses. 

 

5. Repeal the 2005 rule forcing rules changes to be approved by the Rules 

Committee. 

 

6. Equalize the distribution of staff and office resources. 

 

7. Implement a Clean Money, Clean Elections system of public financing for state 

elections, with a system mirroring New York CityÕs as a starting point.  

 

8. Institute a strong enforcement mechanism and strengthen regulations on 

personal spending and disclosure requirements. 

 

9. Create a non-partisan independent redistricting commission, so legislators canÕt 

draw their own districts, and allow the legislature only a simple up or down vote. 

 

10. Make voting easier by passing Election Day Voter Registration. 

 

11.  Improve ballot access by reducing petition signature requirements and 

reforming the vacancy-filling process.



 
 
 
 

Senate Rules: Let Legislators Legislate 

 

A legislature should be a body where all members can provide meaningful representation 

to their constituents, not a place that imbues one member with near-absolute power and 

shields all others from responsibility.  The State Senate should be a home for public 

deliberation about pressing issues and policy solutions to those issues.  The rules that 

govern our State Senate must empower rank and file members, allow for open debate and 

votes on the bills that legislators want considered, and increase the accessibility and 

accountability of the body. 

 

Top Priority Ð Democratize the Senate 

• Mandate that all bills that clear committees see timely debate, of a reasonable time 

period, and a vote before the full chamber, unless an exception is made by roll-call 

vote of the entire body 

• Ease the restrictions on discharge petitions to more easily allow legislators to force 

roll-call votes in committee or the entire chamber. 

• Increase transparency related to committee proceedings and require more committee 

participation. 

• Allow sponsors of passed legislation or the leadership of the houses to call conference 

committees when similar (but not identical) bills pass both houses. 

• Repeal the 2005 rule forcing rules changes to be approved by the Rules Committee. 

• Equalize the distribution of staff and office resources. 

 

The Senate needs to adopt rules that empower members.  Committee chairs should lead 

committees, not control them Ð a minority of committee members should be able to force 



 
 
 
 

the committee to consider a bill, even over the objections of the chair. Similarly, Senate 

leaders should lead the senate, not control it Ð there must be a mechanism that forces 

timely debate and a vote on legislation that has been voted out of committee, even over 

the objection of the Majority Leader.  This will require an improvement in the level of 

public information regarding committee proceedings, and require more active 

participation by committee members. 

 

The current system for distributing operating funds is unjust and has a chilling effect on 

rank-and-file member independence Ð staff and office resources needs to be equitably 

distributed among all members of the Senate. 

 

For all of this to happen, the Senate must repeal the 2005 rule forcing rules changes to go 

through the rules committee Ð this both gives leadership undue power and makes the 

senate markedly less transparent.



 
 
 
 

Campaign Finance: Transparency, Openness, Responsiveness  

 

A strong campaign finance system is an essential piece of an open, transparent, 

responsive government.  Our campaign finance system should limit the importance and 

influence of special interests and the wealthy few, create a regime of disclosure and 

transparency that increases public trust and accountability, and ensure that all candidates 

with something to say have the capacity to be heard. 

 

Top Priority - Institute a Public Campaign Finance System 

• Implement a Clean Money, Clean Elections system of public financing for state 

elections, with a system mirroring New York CityÕs as a starting point. 

• Institute a strong enforcement mechanism and strengthen regulations on personal 

spending and disclosure requirements. 

 

The state should adopt a system that at a bare minimum mirrors New York CityÕs current 

system, introducing public matching funds paired with significantly lower contribution 

limits and campaign spending caps, a ban on corporate campaign contributions, and Òpay-

to-playÓ reforms that significantly reduce contribution limits for lobbyists and other 

contributors doing business with the state.  The ÒClean Money, Clean ElectionsÓ system 

instituted in Maine and several other states Ð where candidates who show public support 

by receiving a certain number of small donations receive full public financing should also 

be on the table.  We should also consider other creative funding mechanisms such as the 

contribution refund element of MinnesotaÕs campaign finance system, wherein 

contributors to publicly funded candidates are eligible for a tax refund up for the first $50 

of their contribution. 



 
 
 
 

 

Any of these systems will require a strong enforcement mechanism, which will be 

capable of actually making sure that rules regulating contribution limits, illegal 

donations, and faulty disclosures are respected and violations are significantly punished.  

This will require stronger rules limiting spending of campaign funds for personal use;  

increased state standards for campaign finance disclosure, by requiring campaign 

committees to report the occupation and employers of large contributors, accrued 

expenses of candidates, and expenditures owed but not paid for at time of provision; and 

disclosure requirements for political action committees regarding independent 

expenditures for political advertising, whether or not they explicitly advocate for the 

election or defeat of a candidate.



 
 
 
 

Redistrict ing: Stop Legislators from Drawing Their Own 

Districts  

 

Every 10 years the state redraws its legislative districts.  As long as the legislature draws 

its own lines, we will never have fair, representative districts, but rather, uncompetitive, 

gerrymandered districts designed to ensure reelection for those drawing the lines.  A 

redistricting system should take power out of the hands of partisans, and put it in the 

hands of a commission that isnÕt trying to pick its constituents. 

 

Top Priority Ð Non-Partisan Independent Redistricting 

• Create a non-partisan, independent, redistricting commission, so legislators canÕt 

draw their own districts, and allow the legislature only a simple up or down vote. 

 

The starting point for redistricting should be a non-partisan board selected through a non-

partisan process and charged with creating and proposing state districting maps.  The 

board needs to operate within a rules framework that ensures that redistricting lines 

provide for fair representation of minority groups, and are not drawn to target individual 

legislators, beneficially or harmfully.  The legislature must be given a simple up-or-down 

vote on the proposal Ð not the power to chip away at the redistricting plan.



 
 
 
 

Elections: Ballot Access and Access to Ballots  

  

An election system should be open, but New YorkÕs is characterized by a lack of 

transparency and onerous barriers to entry.  Our election system should make it easier, 

not harder, to vote and encourage broad public participation. 

 

Top Priority - Make Voting, and Running, Easier 

• Make voting easier by passing Election Day Voter Registration. 

• Improve ballot access by reducing petition signature requirements and reforming the 

vacancy-filling process. 

 

Two concrete steps can increase voter access on Election Day.  The state should allow 

same-day registration, so that all prospective voters who show up at the polls on Election 

Day are able to exercise their constitutional right.  And, with many changes in the voting 

process on the horizon as a consequence of the Help America Vote Act, we need to 

increase funding for training poll workers to help voters, especially non-English speaking 

and disabled voters. 

 

In addition to these measures to increase voter access, we also need to increase peopleÕs 

ability to run for office in regular elections, by lowering onerous petition signature 

requirements, and simplifying the process for filing and defending petition challenges.  

To make special elections more competitive we must replace the current, party insider-

driven process for filling vacancies with a system of non-partisan special elections. 


